At an earlier period of the history of lithotrity, the opinion was very generally entertained, that from the difficulties which attended this operation, and the length of time required to be devoted to its study, its performance must be restricted to special operators, as 
ber ; the latter operation being the rule applicable to all cases, and the former the exception. The preference to be accorded to one or other of these operations has been repeatedly made the subject of discussion in medical journals and societies ; and in the debates of the Academie de Medecine, about five years ago, may be seen the opinions (which some have since seen reason to alter) of the most eminent French surgeons ; though it is to be regretted thatthese discussions were not always conducted with that freedom from prejudice, and absence of party feeling which should especially characterize a scientific inquiry of such importance to the community at large. The 
